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REVEREND Six, 


5 A I had every reaſon. to believe, du- 
ring my reſidence in Northampton- 


ſhire, that I poſſeſſed in a large degree 
your friendſhip and eſteem, it was with re- 


gret I peruſed your Addreſs to the Public, 


being apprehenſive you had conſidered me 


* 


amongſt the number of thoſe whom you 


have ſeverely cenſured. 


'You have fo frequently expreſſed to me, 


both in converſation and writing, that you 


entertained the moſt favorable opinion of 


Diesen that I feel myſelf called upon 


to 


. 


„1 F—— de abe ile ofthe term Bf, 
Fn; I beg leave to —_— that of Sets is * 


% 


contained in your pamphlet. 


4 3) 
to expoſe to the public the inconſiſtency. 
of thoſe profeſſions with, the ſentiments 


You poſitively aſſert* (what a. 1 
be proved) that there are * buſy ſpirits of 


« faction, diſſeminating the principles of 
* rebellion throughout the land, and 
| excite your fellow countrymen to- cruſh 


ce the ſerpents while they only hiſs. 


_ Give me leave Sir to aſk where they ex- 
iſt ? As you profeſs i it a duty to diſtinguiſh ; 


between friends and foes, and would per- 


ſuade the world you are well acquainted 


with both, for 4 many, you Illiberally 
obſerve, <* will greet you with à ſmile, 
% whoſe hearts are imbittered with the 
&« poiſon of the aſp,” 5 (to be conſiſtent 
with your principles) you ſhould diſcover 


to the „ officers of juſtice, the haunts and 


* retreats of theſe inſidious traitors,” 


ons, but by whom Sir were they rai- 
| | ſed? 


Fate be. 8 Tags „ 4 P age 2 = [Page g,. 1 


* 
ſed ? In many parts of the kingdom, by 
perſons who wanted an increaſe of wages, 
but who quietly returned to the duties of 
their ſtations as ſoen as their object was 
attained if you refer to the riots at Bir- 
mingham, or to thoſe more recently at 
Mancheſter, you know, or ought to know, 
that Diſſenters, 18 far from being the au- 
thors of tumult and inſurrection, were in 
both caſes the only fufferers, and that the 
poor deluded mob were excited to their 
outrages by the cry of Church and 
State, and King and Conſtitution.“ 
As then there have not been tumults and 
inſurrections of #& naturFyou deſcribe, 
your inſinuation muſt have proceeded ei- 
ther from want of information, or an in- 
tention to deceive. 4 


* 
9 


| Diſſenters as a body, are firmly attached 
to the Conſtitution of England, as ſettlefl 
at the Revolution in 1688, nor wiſh to 
ſubvert the Government by King, Lords, 
and Commons, though they (with many 
in the Church of England, Clergy _ 
Laity) 


1 
Laity) ſee defects, which, as good citizens 
and loyal ſubjects, they think themſelves 
bound to point out for the conſideration of 
the public, that at a proper ſeaſon, and by 
legal methods, they may be remedied, for 
the promotion and eſtabliſhment of peace 


and 84 to the . and the 466 man 


. ' 2's 
Qed | cannot coincide 5 you in the opi- 


nion, Sir, that the happineſs of the poor is 
very conſiderable; for if we may judge 

from what i is to be ſeen almoſt in every 
pariſh, the reverſe ſeems to be the ſtate of 
the caſe; and, unleſs their circumſtances 
in your neighbourhood be materially chan- 
ged ſince my reſidence there, the very pic- 
ture of wretchedneſs appears in moſt of their 
dwellings, and in thoſe even of the ſober 
and induſtrious : Whether this ariſe from 
the negligence of thoſe in office, or a defect 
in the laws provided for their relief, or a 
- want of duc repreſentation of the people, 
we need not now decide, though from 
one of theſe ſources, there is reaſon to 

apprebend, all their Dy bea 4 
| But 


21 acknowledge wi with Mr. my hows: are many noble —_ 
| whic 


CTY 


But if all you have ſtated Sir, be true, 
wlll pwn, favor the public with a proof that 
« foreign incendiaries, leagued with the 
% internal enemies of Church and State, 
t are, with all their might, endeavouging 
e to deprive our countrymen” of the bleſ- 
ſings they poſſeſs ? Will you alſo inform 
us who theſe incendiaries and internal 
enemies are, where they reſide, and in 
what inſtances they have ſo daringly at- 
tacked the privileges of which you boaſt ? 
If your charge, that Diſſenters wiſn to 
throw down all government and order, be 
Juſt, you prove them more weak than ſe- 
ditious; for if no government or order 
exiſt, where will be the places of power 
% and truſt, into which they are to jay 
- themſelves pee: 9 7 


| Excuſe me Sir, but is it not unbeco- | 


ming in all, but eſpecially i in the teachers EY 
of 


which. the rich and great have. built, and endowed, for the uſe 
« and benefit of their ſick and diſabled fellow countrymen.” (p. 4.) 
Although this is little to the point in queſtion, as he ſeems to lay 
ſome ſtreſs upon it, I grant they are ſtanding monuments of a com- 
Paſſionate and ( liberal nobility and gentry.” —But are not Diſſen- 
ten equally ready to contribute towards ereQing and ſupporting theſe 
aſylums P f 


"Nl 
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of mankind, to ſuffer themſelves to be ſo 
much influenced by bigotry and prejudice, 
as to lay to their fellow ſubjects fo im- 
portant a charge as that ** their aim is to 
«© dethrone our gracious Sovereign? If 
you are better acquainted with Diſſenters 
than myſelf, and know for certain, what 
you ſtate for fact, ſpare not your informa- 
tion for the ſafety of your King, and the 
happineſs of your fellow ſubjects, left 
* arts and ſciences, the poor and neceſſi- 
* tous” ſhould fall a ſacrifice to this law. 
Teſs banditti. )%%ͤ ũ 7ùðX? «— WITLS 


And pray Sir, upon hu ground xj are you 
authoriſcd to aſſert, that they wiſhed: to 
«© level the Throne of our Monarch with 
* the ſpade® of Republicaniſm, and plant 
d upon it thoſe very ſeeds which under = | 
« the tyrant uſurpation of Cromwell 
40 choaked every flower in the land. + 8 | 


I ſhould not have ſuppoſed you ;gnorans 
of the ſubject you have undertaken to diſ- 


cuſs, | 


8 * Would not fome other infrument be ferred arr. | 
bene re þ 
\ + Page 5. 


% 


tas 


ceuſs, had you not miſtaken the intention | 
ol theſe Republicans and Levellers, (as you 


uncandidly call them) by repreſenting 
them to the public as either wiſhing an 


equalization. of property, or equality in 


tank. Yau are not aware Sir, theſe in- 


| cautious expreſſions tend to promote (what 
vou wiſh to avoid) tumult and ſedition. 


QY 


— Diſfenters are not ſuch fools as to mean 
by equality an equalization of property z 
for ſuppoſing it equal one hour, they 
know, that the various circumitances: of 
induftry, idleneſs, &c. would neceſſarily 
the next hour make it znegual. Nor do 
they mean an equality -of rank, as this 
without property, according to the preſent. 
views of mankind, would be exceedingly 
contemptible. - But they mean (at the 
ſame time that they encourage by their 
conduct and influence ſtrict obedience to 
the laws of their country,) an equality of 
civil and religious rights; and that they 
conceive, can only be produced by an 


equal repreſentation i in Parliament, which 
B | they 


FT) 


- : 


they hope 8 prevent. unneceltity eXx=- 
penditures 1 in the State, cancel the enor- 
mous debt of the nation, rid the people of 
their ponderous load of taxes, and in con- 
ſequence of which, the voice of the 
aggrieved would be heard in the Senate, 
and our poor would be ſatisfied with 


| bread. 


As you ſeem apprehenſive of danger, 
you alſo think it a duty to your King and 
Country to lay before them wherein that 
danger conſiſts, and the means by which 
it may be cruſhed ; and has not every ſub- 
ject an equal right to the ſame privilege 
of ſtating what appears defective in the 
Conſtitution, and what if removed, would 
be productive of conſiderable advantage to 
all deſcriptions of People ? 5 


If a cauſe is too weak for defence, let 
it be withdrawn—if it has truth for its 
object, why ſhould we fear the moſt daring 
opponent? Diſcuſſion is the path to truth; 
and in proportion to the extravagance of 


an author, it will ſhine forth in br ighter 
beams; 


e 
beams; whereas prohibitions diſcover a 
25 timidity that would quickly ſubſide, by 
permitting the cloſeſt examination of everx 
ſubject, civil or ſacred. Is not the advan- 
tage reciprocal? If you ſuſpect a writer 
of falſchood and evil deſigns, he is by this 
amenabie to the public, and it is in our 
power to expoſe his intentions. 18 


# 


Here permit me to quote a paſſage from 
an able pleader, who has ſo much diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf upon a late trial I truſt 

| (fays Mr. | Erſkine) „it is one of the 
« deareſt privileges the people have, to 
* examine and watch over every part of 
© the government of the country; and 
“the preſs ought to be free for a man's 
“ conſideration, to make what remarks 
* he pleaſes, touching the frailty of the 
F ſtructure, or any part of the. govern- 
*© ment, whether it be frail in itſelf, or 
** rendered frail by thoſe acts arifing from 
its being conſtituted a number of years; 
e provided you think the man who wrote 
it believed in thoſe imperfections, and 
* the advantages or diſadvantages.” 
Having 
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mg (id thus moch; 1 nold not com. 


ment on your obſervations relative to Mr. 


Paine, but ſhall conclude with every loyal 
with for the perſon of my Sovereign, the 
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peace and proſperity of the Britiſh Nation, 
with fervent prayer for unanimity and 
| concord amongſt perſons of every perſua- 
| ion, and that your uſefulneſs and comfort 
may abound, I ſubſcribe myfelf with the 
utmoſt ſincerity, proceeding from a heart 
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